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the ancient books of the Hindoos. He had frequent discus-
sions with his father : through awe of him, however, he never
avowed the scepticism which he entertained as to the present
forms of their religion ; but from some indirect reproaches
he received, he imagined that he had fallen under his father's
suspicions. His father had given him, for that country, a
very superior education ; but having been brought up himself
in the midst of the Mussulman Court, he appears to have
thought principally of those qualifications which would recom-
mend his son to the ancient conquerors of India. Till
manhood, BAMMOHTTN BOY knew very little of the English
language, and that little he taught himself.

"At the age of twenty-two", says the Editor of the Eng-
lish Edition of the Abridgment of the Vedant and the Cena
Upanishad, "he commenced the study oi the English language.
which not pursuing with application, he five years afterwards,
when I became acquainted with him, could merely speak it
well enough to be understood upon the most common
topics of discourse ; but could not write it with any degree
of correctness. He was afterwards employed as Dewan, or
principal native officer, in the collection of the revemies, in
the district of which I was for five years Collector in the
East India Company's civil service By perusing all my public-
correspondence with diligence and attention, as well as, by
corresponding and conversing with Europea.n gentlemen he
acquired so correct a knowledge of the English language as to
be enabled to write and speak in with considerable accuracy."

The father, BAM KHANT BOY died about 1804- or 1805,
having two years previously divided his property among his
three sons. It was not long before BAMMOHTIN BOY became
the only survivor ; and he thereby possessed considerable
property. From this period he appears to have commenced
his plans of reforming the religion of his countrymen ; and
in the progress of his efforts to enlighten them, he must have
expended large suras of money, for he gratuitously distributed
most of the works which he published for the purpose. He